ABSTRACT
Krishna zone, Southern zone, scarce rainfall zone and High altitude & tribal areas zone covering all the 13 districts of the state. Objectives of ATMA in bringing sustainable agricultural development can only be achieved through effective Researcher-Extension-Farmer linkage, synergy between public and private agencies in technology dissemination and funding activities like receiving funds and spending on projects. Therefore, the critical analysis of this objective achievement process is crucial to seek the problems of the stakeholders involved in ATMA in the districts. Hence, an effort has been made to identify the constraints faced by extension officials. A similar attempt was also made to study the constraints perceived by farmers under ATMA. The constraints perceived and suggestions offered would be useful in implementation of the ATMA programmes effectively.
METHODOlOGy
For the present study, Andhra Pradesh state was selected purposively since the state was bifurcated during 2014 and there is need for research studies on agricultural planning and development through extension reforms. There are 13 districts in the state with ATMA functioning in all the districts. Among 13 districts, two districts from different agro-climatic zones i.e., one from Scarce rainfall zone and the other from Godavari zone were selected purposively to study the ATMA operations in different agroclimatic zones. Two mandals / blocks from each district were selected based on activities of ATMA concentrated at block level. Three villages were selected randomly from each block making a total sample of 12 villages.
ATMA with Governing Body (GB) and Management Committee (MC) at district level along with Block Technology Team (BTT) and Farmer Advisory Committee (FAC) at block level performed the extension activities. About 60 members were selected randomly as respondents from those groups for identifying the constraints faced by the extension functionaries under ATMA. Besides, 120 farmers were selected through random sampling method at the rate of 10 farmers from each village for studying the constraints perceived by the respondents in availing services from ATMA. A pretested semi-structured interview schedule was prepared for collecting the data from both extension officials and farmers. Focus Group Discussion with the extension officials and personal interview with farmers was adopted for collecting the required information. Simple per cent analysis and ranking methods were used to draw inferences.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Constraints faced by Extension Officials in performing Extension Activities
The constraints perceived by different stake holders under ATMA are given in Table 1 . Extension officials while performing extension activities under ATMA faced inadequate financial support. This was considered as one of the major constraint as perceived by 100 per cent of respondents. As compared to other states there was financial support mostly through one or two schemes only in Andhra Pradesh state. Another major constraint reported by 100 per cent of extension officials was lack of separate chairman with technical background in agriculture at district level. Lack of computer operators at block level was a major constraint to the block level functionaries as suggested by 100 per cent of the respondents. At block level, where the information collection and pooling takes place, computer operators were lacking. Lack of sufficient Deputy Project Directors (DPD), delayed approval and release of funds and lack of sufficient guidelines for block action plan were the other major contrains. 
Constraints Perceived by Farmers
Suggestions given by the Respondents for Successful Implementation of ATMA programme
In order to promote technical leadership for ATMA a separate chairman position to ATMA programme should be appointed. This step will help in achieving departmental as well as ATMA goals with supplementary time for reviewing, identifying problems, finding Majority (97.50 %) of the farmers suggested that production inputs were not available to the farmers during the cropping season. Therefore government should make efforts in offering the inputs according to the farming situations of the farmers. Farmers should be provided with adequate trainings on improved technologies developed within and outside the state as proposed by 92.50 per cent of the respondents.
The major constraints faced by ATMA extension functionaries in Andhra Pradesh were lack of financial support for ATMA, non-appointment of separate chairman (other than collector) at district level and lack of supporting staff such as computer operators at block. The major constraint perceived by the ATMA farmers was non-availability of production inputs to the farmers which needs to be addressed seriously by the ATMA officials. If the constraints considered by extension functionaries and farmers are not immediately addressed it might affect the overall success of the ATMA scheme in Andhra Pradesh. The constraints are related primarily to administration and management aspects and this need to be rectified for formulation of effective planning and strategies by ATMA.
